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Project Summary
 
The three-story residential condominium building is located at
13 Wood Street in the Laurel Heights Village area of San Francisco,
CA.  Owned by the Mariotto family since its construction in 1955,
the entire building is in need of a complete redesign.  The family
is cuis currently residing in the top two stories of the building, and would
like to turn the örst garden level unit into a low-income rental unit
under a government-assisted rental housing program

3rd Floor Unit - The unit is occupied by Maria, a single mom, with 
her daughter Simona and father Frank.  Maria owns a business which
she runs out of her home, with up to three employees at a time.  Simona
is 16 and needs room to study as well as entertain friends.  Frank is 75
and is beand is beginning to have difficulties getting around.  The family likes
to host large gatherings in their home.

2nd Floor Unit - The unit is occupied by Jason, a single father, with
two twelve year old daughters.  Chloe excels at sports and travels quite
frequently for soccer.  Aimee has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair
for mobility, having a therapist come to assist twice a week.  Many
members of the extended family are often around to help Aimee.

1st 1st Floor Unit - This unit will be for rent through San Francisco’s Section
8 and Rental Assistance Program.  It will be designed to accommodate
all ADA requirements should the tenant have disability needs.
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Program Requirements
3rd Floor Unit 
3 Bedrooms  Maria’s master bedroom: queen bed, access to 
    bathroom, dresser, closet.  Reads at night
    Frank’s bedroom: double bed, lounge chair with
    foot rest and table
        Simona’s bedroom: full or queen bed, dresser,
    work/study space
2 Full Bathrooms 1 accessed through Maria’s bedroom
    1 must be ADA accessible
Laundry   Full size washer and dryer; storage for 
    cleaning products, extra linens and dry storage
Kitchen   Full size refrigerator, pantry for dry goods.  
        Enough room for family gatherings of up to 20
    people age ranging 3-75
Dining Room  Seats 6 people on regular basis, must 
    accommodate a wheelchair and large gatherings
Living Room  Seats up to 6, may accommodate overnight
    guests, wheelchair accessible
Storage   Bedroom closets, hall closet and laundry storage
OOffice   Space for Maria and up to 3 employees with
    laptops, 3 letter-sized öle drawers, telephone
    landline, multi-function printer/copier/fax, wires
    and cables hidden from view
General Notes  All public spaces should be ADA accessible, space
    for up to 20 people at a time
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Program Requirements

2nd Floor Unit 
2 Bedrooms  Jason’s master bedroom: queen bed, small desk,
    reading area, wheelchair accessible, should serve
    as retreat from daily activities
    Chloe and Aimee’s bedroom: wheelchair
        accessible, øexible space for various activities
2 Full Bathrooms 1 accessed through Jason’s bedroom
    1 must be wheelchair accessible, also for guests
Laundry   Full size washer and dryer, storage
Kitchen   Has full amenities and multiple work zones, 
    breakfast nook for family members to do 
    homework and crafts
Dining Dining Room  Seats 6 people on regular basis
Living Room  Accommodate family members and guests
Office/work space Incorporated into public spaces and bedrooms
Circulation  ADA compliant and universal design, clearances
    must accommodate varied abilities of immediate
    and extended family
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Program Requirements

1st Floor Unit 
1 Bedroom  Room for full or queen sized bed
1 Full Bathroom Tub and shower combination, sink and storage;
    ADA compliant
Laundry   Stackable washer and dryer
KKitchen   Economy
Dining Room  Seats 4-6 people
Living Room  Seats 4-6 people, accommodate 1-2 overnight
    guests
Office/work space Small space for computer and drawer storage
Storage   Linens, clothes closet and supplies
Circulation  ADA compliant and universal design, clearances
        must accommodate varied abilities of future
    tenants
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Affordable Housing Case Study

Sacred Heart Housing Project, 1414 Dauphin St, Philadelphia, PA

The purpose of the Sacred Heart project is to create multi-unit housing that is both affordable 
and sustainable. Quite often affordable housing is created is quickly and cheaply as possible 
with very little thought given to the long-term effects of the built unit. The space is designed to 
function with multiple units for senior living, each unit being designed to meet the various 
challenges eldechallenges elderly people face living on their own and on a very tight budget. The other 
purpose of the design is to meet strict passive housing regulations in an attempt to add to the 
growing trend in sustainable design in the US.

By making a passive design for low-income residents, they are also helping keep costs down in 
terms of monthly utilities by creating designs that work with the environment to keep the 
homes cool in summers and warm in winters.  While this design is quite technical in terms of
passive design, there are quite a few design ideas I can bring into my own design - dimmer
swiswitches in all rooms, Energy Star appliances, triple pane windows and solar panels on the roof, 
are all great ways to keep the cost of living affordable for everyone living in the building with 
very little extra cost upfront.



Concept Statement

Bright Floral-Inspired Urban Designs will create a cohesive three-unit 
apartment building for the clients to make them feel full of life and love 
in their own home.

Urban
Blossoms

Bright Floral-Inspired Urban Designs will 
create a cohesive three-unit apartment 
building for the clients to make them feel 
full of life and love in their own home.
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Summary of Design Needs

Maria needs a space to function both for family and 
business, so the design was centered around giving the
family their own private space on one side of the home,
with a more public area on the opposite side that allows
for work and extended family gatherings.  The home
wwas also designed with the varying age differences and
capabilities in mind - making it fully accessible for 
young children as well as aging adults with mobility
issues.  The public space is designed to be open and easy
to move around in, with plenty of seating and lounge
areas.  In addition, the office space in centrally located,
giving public access to her employees to make them feel
wwelcome in the home and business.

harmonic
spaces



Harmonic Spaces
The third øoor will feature open and
airy living with plenty of space and storage.
The design will center around family, work and
relaxation.  Utilizing vertical lines,
textures, and color will give the 
space an open feeling that
iinvigorates and excites 
everyone that lives or works
at the residence.
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Vertical shelving with tall
windows will add height. 
Bright walls throughout.

Built-in cabinetry with textured
walls will add storage with unique
style and dimension.
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Bubble Diagrams
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Process Sketch
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Study Models
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Study Models
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Floor Plan
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Enlarged Kitchen Plan
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Kitchen RCP
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East Kitchen Wall Elevation
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Enlarged Master Bath Plan
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Master Bath RCP
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West Wall Master Bath Elevation
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Master Bathroom Shower Detail
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Office

Living Room

Master Bedroom

Bedroom 3

Materials Board
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Kitchen Rendering
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Finish Speciöcations
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Finish Speciöcations
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Finish Speciöcations
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Furnishing Speciöcations
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Furnishing Speciöcations
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Summary of Design Needs

Jason’s space needs to be both an inviting space for him and
his two twin daughters, but also a highly functional space
for his daughter afflicted with cerebal palsey.  Attention was
given to making the space readily useable from Chloe’s
limited wheelchair access, with an open kitchen, easy to
use fuuse furnishings in the living room and breakfast nook, and
a bedroom that will let both girls feel fun and relaxed.  The
home was also designed with the many family members
that are in-and-out to aide Chloe in her activities.  Every
consideration was made to choose healthy and 
environmentally sustainable products that will most 
beneöt the health of the whole family.

blooming
atmoshpere



Blooming Atmosphere
The second øoor will feature open spaces 
that offer both fun and functionality.  The 
design will center around accessibility for the
whole family with remaining a cohesive space.  
As with the third øoor, by utilizing vertical lines,
textures, and color, the design will give the 
spaspace an open feeling that
invigorates and excites 
everyone involved with
the residence.
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Textured wall tiles and vertical wall
cabinets enhance main living space.

Bright color  and shapes on 
wall adds fun and vibrancy 
in kids rooms.
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Bubble Diagrams
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Process Sketch
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Study Models
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Floor Plan
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East Kitchen Wall Elevation
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Enlarged Bath 2 Plan
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Master Bath RCP
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East Bathroom 2 Elevation



ur
ba
n 
bl
o
ss
o
m
s 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

03
  U
ni
t 
2  
  

Page 44

Breakfast Nook Bench Detail
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Kitchen

Living Room

Master Bedroom

Bathroom 2

Floor Walls Countertop Backsplash Cabinets

Materials Board
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Breakfast Nook Rendering
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Finish Speciöcations
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Finish Speciöcations
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Furniture Speciöcations
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Furniture Speciöcations
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Speciöcation Sheets
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Summary of Design Needs

The örst unit rental was designed with ADA requirements
and Universal Design in mind as to make the unit as 
accommodating to anyone wishing to rent the unit, 
regardless of age, disability, income, etc.  In order to keep
costs down for both the landlord and tenant, sustainable
desidesign methods were employed - including dimmer switches
to reduce unnecessary lighting, Energy Star appliances, solar
panels installed in the roof projected to supply enough
energy for the entire building to be running virtually off grid 
and sustainable, health conscious materials (Zero VOC paint,
etc) whenever possible.

positive
vibes



Positive Vibes
The örst øoor will like home to any occupant
that may not typically feel as though they 
actually have a home of their own.  The design 
will be focused on features that enhance the 
living experience rather than keep it as plain as
possible.  As with the other øoors, by utilizing 
vvertical lines,textures, and color, 
the design will give the 
space an open feeling that
creates a feeling of home for
every tenant who makes it 
their own.
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Use of bright color
on walls and ceiling.
Tall vertical windows.

Vertical wood slats for height and 
texture.  Bright pops of color.
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Bubble Diagrams
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Process Sketch
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Study Models
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Floor Plan
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Enlarged Kitchen Plan
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Kitchen RCP
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South Wall Kitchen Elevation
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South Wall Bathroom Elevation
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Bathroom Cabinet Detail
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Kitchen

Living Room

Bedroom

Bathroom

Materials Board
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Kitchen Rendering
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Finish Speciöcations
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Finish Speciöcations
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Furniture Speciöcations
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Speciöcation Sheet
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